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How many times have you already read today?

It really is a vital skill.



Reading at Cheapside

What we do, how we do it and 
how you can help.



The National Curriculum asks that children:
• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding (early 

comprehension)

• Develop a habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and 
information

• Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and 
knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken 
language

• Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage

It is essential that, by the end of their primary education, all pupils 
are able to read fluently, and with confidence, in any subject in their 

forthcoming secondary education.



Phonics

Everything you need to know to decode the funny noises your 
child comes home making after a day with us! ☺



What is Phonics?

Phonics (apart from being lots of fun) is the way we teach 
children how to read and write in an orderly way – it may 

sound complicated but children pick it up really quickly with 
lots of practise at school and at home.

Through phonics, children are developing their phonemic 
awareness. This means their ability to hear, identify and 

manipulate the sounds within words to read and write them.





Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



It is split into 5 phases with the different phases being covered 
in different years in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1.

Phase 1– Nursery / Reception
Phase 2– Reception
Phase 3– Reception
Phase 4– Reception / Year 1
Phase 5– Year 1/Year 2

Phonics Overview



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



Teaching order 



Let’s say the Phase 2 sounds

https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0


• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout Phase 2.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend by Christmas.

• We will inform you if your child 
needs additional practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to read



Blending to read words



• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children are now learning to read 
the Phase 2 tricky words: is, I, 
the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words



Structure of a Phonics Session 

Review/Revisit
Teach & Practise 
Practise & Apply 

Children are taught phonics for 15 minutes a day which 
gradually increases to include handwriting, spelling and 
reading sessions. Children will be given opportunities to 

apply this knowledge across all areas of their learning 
through-out the school day.



Gradually your child learns the entire alphabetic 
code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Spelling

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons.



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Parent’s Section on the LW Website

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/

Supporting your child with phonics

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://youtu.be/-ZtjFIvA_fs
https://youtu.be/qDu3JAjf-U0
https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc


Watch Geraldine Giraffe – Mr Thorne Does Phonics
( You Tube)

The children love her!





Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled each week 

• taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• taught in small groups.

* Additional 1-1 reading with each 
child when possible with a teacher, 
TA, volunteer or older child.

How do we teach reading in books?



Reading Practice Sessions

There are three elements to the group Reading Practise Sessions:

1) Decoding
2) Prosody – expression and intonation
3) Comprehension

In order to cover all the above the reading practice book will be read up to three time.

Children will need to be able to decode the words confidently before they can add expression and fully 
discuss the text.

We practise reading some of the words before looking at the book.

By re-reading a book the children grow in confidence in their own capabilities, and they begin to add 
new words to their long-term memory.



We use assessment to match your child 
the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Before exchanging their book for a new 
one.

Reading a book at the right level





Parent Support

• Set aside 10—20 minutes everyday for reading practise.

• Sign the Reading Record Book

• Return the school reading book, reading record book and wallet each 
day



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is 
read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• If they can’t read a word read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



The shared book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Recommended Reading
https://www.cheapsideschool.org.uk/reading-zone/

Visit the ‘Reading Zone’ on our school website 

https://www.cheapsideschool.org.uk/reading-zone/


Thank you for listening!

Please see Mrs Coe for your child’s Reading Pack and 
first school reading book. Please remember to sign 
the Reading Record Book to tell us you have read 
with your child.


