
How to make your own Pinata 
 
2 cups flour 

3 cups water 

1 balloon 

Newspaper strips 

Paint, crayons, or markers 

Tissue paper (optional) 

Coloured crepe paper & String 

 
Materials: 

1.  Blow up a large balloon and tie the end securely. 

2.  Mix flour and water together until it makes a smooth paste. 

3.  Cut newspaper into long 1 inch thick strips and dip into the flour and water 

mixture, creating paper Mache strips. 

4.  Carefully place the strips of newspaper on the balloon in a single layer, 

patting the paper smooth until the balloon is covered, leaving only a hole at the 

top large enough for candy. Set aside and allow the balloon to dry completely 

overnight. 

5. Place another layer of newspaper strips dipped in the mixture over the 

balloon and let that dry. Repeat with yet one more layer, making sure you leave 

the hole at the top. When completely dry, pop the balloon, and remove any 

balloon bits that remain.  

6. Use wadded paper, lightweight wire shapes or smaller paper Maché covered 

balloons to create noses, ears, arms,  

legs or other details to make your piñata into the shape you want. 7.  Paint your 

piñata, or cover it with layers of bright tissue paper in colors to match 

your party theme. 

8.  If desired, hang colored crepe paper from the sides and bottom. 

9.  Punch 2 small holes in the top near the opening and string a large piece of 

string through the two holes. 

10.  Fill your piñata (through the hole you left at the top) with candy, toys, or 

any other fun surprises. Mix the treats with strips of newspaper or small wads 

of tissue paper to keep the treats spread throughout the piñata. 

11.  Tie your completed piñata in the air with the string and have fun! 

TIP: Those who know how to make a piñata have learned not to make the paper 

Mache layers too thick or the piñata will be nearly impossible to break! 

 

You can be creative with this project – your piñata can be almost any color or 

shape you can imagine 
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