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Dear Parents/Carers
RE Starting school in Wrens Class in September 2020
We hope you are all keeping safe and well and are looking forward to your children starting school with us in September. We are very much looking forward to meeting you all and getting to know you. Please read the information contained in this letter carefully.
Over the next few weeks we will be posting short video presentations for you onto the school website. The videos can be found on our website https://www.cheapsideschool.org.uk/ under the Children>Video Resources Centre tab where you will find a selection of videos under the heading ‘Starting school in Wren Class 2020.’ There will be 3 short videos posted here covering different topics which we hope you will find useful and informative. Please view these at your leisure.
1. Introductory video – meet the staff and tour the classroom and school  
2. How to help your child prepare for starting school
3. The EYFS curriculum
Thank you for providing your email addresses for your child’s Tapestry Account. We will be setting up your child’s Tapestry Account over the next few weeks. On Monday 6th July these accounts will be activated. What this means is that you will receive an email asking you to activate your child’s Tapestry Account. Details of how to do this are included with this communication. Please ensure you check your junk mail box as this email often ends up there!
Over the last 2 weeks of this term Mrs Coe (Wren Class Teacher) will be posting short videos of her reading stories onto Tapestry and setting some simple challenges for you and your child to do at home over the summer. You can also post any photos or pictures that your child produces onto your child’s Tapestry page and we will be able to view your posts and comment on them.
 As you know due to the Covid-19 situation we have been unable to do our usual transition activities in July. We have, however, been making contact with pre-schools and are in the process of speaking to all the pre-schools about the children coming up to us. As a result of this, the start to school in September will be a part-time phased start. 
We usually have a phased start to school as normal procedure but in light of the fact that many of the children coming to us have been at home since March, we feel it is important that we prioritise making the start to school as smooth and successful as possible.  
· Part-time, phased starts will, we believe, ensure that every child experiences a calm and positive start to school
· Smaller groups will allow us time to really get to know your child
· Some of your children might be anxious or tearful, they might have difficulty separating from you and settling and we want to ensure that all children are supported at this time.
Detailed below is the phased start timetable. This is based on the assumption that the Government will deliver on its mandate to support schools to get all children in England back to school in September.
We will begin in September by inviting all parents and children into school for a 20 minute 1-1 meeting session. During this meeting, your child can explore the learning environment and meet the class teacher and teaching assistants.  Mrs Coe and I will chat with you whilst your child has an opportunity to play. It would be very helpful to let us know at this time if you think your child will struggle to settle so we can put some provision in place. Please click on the link below to sign up for a meeting time. We will be holding the meetings over 3 consecutive days. Please click on the date you would like to attend at the bottom of the spreadsheet and then sign your name and your child’s name next to a convenient time slot. The document will save automatically.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ZqQBJ-VEoCsOFB1OOTr8TJS16fzjXeRk9i4ZqDT3GNw/edit?usp=sharing 
The next stage is our two ‘Stay and Play’ sessions where your child will be invited to an hour’s stay and play session. We would encourage you to leave your child if they are comfortable for you to do so, but if not then you are welcome to stay and play as well. Children should wear their school uniform to these sessions if you have it.
We will then be inviting children to attend school part-time in groups of 15, so half the class at a time. Some of the children will be attending in the morning and some in the afternoon. We then build up to these groups staying for lunch and attending for the full day. During the final stage we will bring both groups together, making the class of all 30 children. Children should attend school wearing school uniform.
We have split the children into 2 groups – Blue group and Yellow group, keeping children coming from the same Pre-school together to ensure the comfort of the familiar.
Your child has been allocated   Yellow Group
On the next page you will find a calendar showing you when your child is to attend school during the month of September.


[bookmark: _GoBack]

Wren Class timetable for September 2020
	Monday
	Tuesday 
	Wednesday 
	Thursday 
	Friday

	
	1. INSET day
	2. In school transition work 
	3. In school transition work
	4. In school transition work

	7.  1-1 Parent meetings 
(please sign up for a meeting time)
	8. 1-1 Parent meetings
(please sign up for a meeting time)
	9.  1-1 Parent meetings
(please sign up for a meeting time)
	10.  Blue group stay and Play 
10.30 -11.30am

 Yellow group stay and play
1.00-2.00pm
	11. Blue group stay and Play 
10.30 -11.30am

Yellow group stay and play
1.00-2.00pm

	14 Blue group am only   9.30am-11.30am

Yellow group pm only  1pm-3pm
	15 Blue group am only 9.30am-11.30am

Yellow group pm only 1pm-3pm

	16 – PPA 

1-1 support meetings 

	17 Blue group am only 9.30am-11.30am

 Yellow group pm only 1pm-3pm
	18 Blue group am only 9.30am-11.30am

Yellow group pm only 1pm-3pm

	21 Blue group all day 
8.50am -3.15pm
	22 Blue group all day
8.50am -3.15pm
	23 PPA 

1-1 support meetings

	24 Yellow group all day
8.50am -3.15pm
	25 Yellow group all day 
8.50am -3.15pm

	28 Blue Group all day 
8.50am -3.15pm
	29 Yellow Group all day 
8.50am -3.15pm
	30  Both groups in together full time from this point on.
	
	



Mrs Coe and I will be available on Monday 6th July and Tuesday 7th July from 6-7pm to host  1-1 Zoom meetings with any Parents who have concerns they feel cannot wait until the  1-1 face to face meeting in September. If you would like me to arrange a Zoom meeting for you at this time, please email me at c.summers@cheapsideschool.org.uk  
If you have any questions about these arrangements or general queries, then please feel free to email me at the address above or give school a ring on 01344 621112 and ask to speak to Mrs Summers. I will be very happy to answer any questions you might have.
Finally, on behalf of myself and all the staff here at Cheapside, we wish you all a restful summer break. I hope the weather stays fine and you are able to reconnect with family and friends that you might not have seen for a while. We very much look forward to meeting you all in person in September and welcoming you to Cheapside School. 
Kind regards
Claire Summers (Assistant Head teacher – EYFS lead)
