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                                                                      Owl Class letter
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to Owl class. I hope you all had a wonderful summer and your child has enjoyed their first couple of weeks back at Cheapside. Next week, we should have been heading off on our residential to Mill on The Brue but that has been postponed until next Summer. 
 Please find below information that may help you and them make the transition back to school as smooth as possible. 

Drop off and pick up
During the staggered drop off and pick up, year 6 are expected in class at 8.40 and to be collected from school at 3pm. 

Reading
This year we will have a ‘focused reading’ slot several times per week; during this time, children will usually work on a book that we are reading as a class. We aim to both build up their comprehension skills and promote reading for enjoyment. 
The children should also be reading a book of their choice that they should bring into school every day and read at home every evening. Please spend time listening to your child read, reading to them (this continues to be really important for your child’s fluency and comprehension) and discussing their book. 

Writing
Key areas being covered:
· Spelling, grammar and punctuation
· Story writing
· Non- chronological reports
· Recount texts
· Non- fiction writing
· Instruction texts
· Biographies
· Poetry 
Over the course of the year, the children put together a combination of their writing, which is honed and edited to make it as good as it can be. In year 6 there is a heavy focus on children editing their own work in order to encourage independence and improvement within their writing. 

Maths
Mathematics in year 6 will continue to build on all of the skills that the children have learned to date. The curriculum focuses particularly on the following areas:
· Reasoning
· Problem solving
· Arithmetic and number fluency
· Space, shape and measure
As a school, we use the Maths Mastery approach in the teaching of mathematics and are seeing a real improvement in the children’s overall understanding and ability to communicate their understanding. 

Homework
The children are expected to read every night. English/topic homework will be set on a Friday and will be due in the following Friday, ready to be marked in class.
 The children have been given a yellow Spelling and Grammar book that needs to go home every night and must be back in school each morning. They need to complete ‘Look, cover, check, write’ sheets each day at home and will be given a homework task linked to their spelling rule each week. We will be focusing on key spelling rules, errors and misconceptions at the beginning of each English session and the children will take regular but random tests based on these. Each Friday the children will have a final spelling test based on their weekly spelling list and their result will be put into their yellow book. 
For maths homework, each half term the children will be sent home with a ‘Key Instant Recall Facts’ (KIRFs) sheet that they will be expected to work on regularly at home. The completion of these activities will be monitored throughout the year. In addition, the children may also be sent home with additional maths homework. 

What is needed in school every day
Please can children make sure they come into school with the following items:
· Water bottle
· Homework diaries 
· Pencil cases
· Reading book 

Expectations at the top of the school
The expectations of the children increase in year 6 as they become the senior members of the school. They are expected to behave like role models to the other children. This includes coming to school with the correct uniform; being prepared for lessons; remembering their homework on the correct days and undertaking both lunchtime and assembly duties. Unfortunately, due to current restrictions we are unable to give the children year 6 jobs as we would ordinarily. We are hopeful that this will change later on in the year. 

Team Ticks
These will be awarded to children for working hard, being helpful, good behaviour etc. These are displayed on a chart in class. Continuing on from last year, the team ticks earned by the children will solely go towards raising money for the charities that the children have selected. 
P.E
P.E will take place on a Tuesday and a Thursday. Please can children come to school dressed in their P.E kits on these days. 

Year 6 Sats
The sats will take place in May next year. There will be an English Reading test; English Spelling and Grammar test; Maths Arithmetic paper; Maths Reasoning paper 1 and Maths Reasoning paper 2. Writing scores are taken from a selection of pieces from across the year that are assessed internally and moderated. Some schools may also be selected to sit a Science Sat paper. 

Questions or Concerns
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any queries. 

Yours Sincerely,

Eleanor Hayden
Class Teacher
