15th May 2020
Dear Robins, Parents and Carers,
I hope that you have all had a good week. Thank you to those of you who have responded with feedback and made contact this week. It is especially great to hear and see what wonderful work and activities have been going on in the home. I have been so impressed with the Purple Mash stories I’ve seen so far…some animation and even sounds! I hope you and your child/ren are enjoying the Class page. I continue to update it and the slideshow is so varied now. Well done everyone keeping busy and trying new things. You might have taken more exercise this week or just continued the Joe Wicks sessions? I’m impressed to hear that someone has done that every day since lockdown! It would be great to receive everyone’s Sunflower Art to extend the gallery further and share everyone’s creative ideas.
Hopefully you are finding the other links on the school website useful (especially the Reading zone and Wellbeing tabs on the Children page). We are trying to make the most of everything that is being made available! The Curriculum pages are also being developed all the time.
Please continue to follow a home learning routine that suits you and your family best. Do what you can and don’t feel pressure to complete everything.
Following the announcement on Sunday and continued discussion last week, we await decisions of how the return can be made as safe as possible. Everyone’s health must be the priority.
Daily tasks include:-
Reading (school/home books). Please continue to record reading in the Record books. Hopefully your child has enjoyed the Rabbit and Bear book I’ve read this week and it’s nice to hear about the books you are sharing with your child/ren too. If you haven’t already, please refer to the Reading Zone, which can be found on the Children tab of the school website. It has many great links to try. It is still being updated regularly to include many different options to suit your needs. Did you try the Emotional wellbeing clips on BBC Bitesize https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zxccwmn/resources/1
and talk about different feelings they cover?

Phonics/spelling (back of blue exercise book): 
Hopefully everyone has had a chance to view the Letters and Sounds Phonics lessons which were started three weeks ago. I would like you to use these daily lessons; as it is the scheme used in school, but if your child does not enjoy them or you would rather not use youtube I will continue to include a set of spellings you can focus on instead. 
This week would be spellings with the tch trigraph:-
catch, fetch, kitchen, notch, hutch, snatch, match, ditch, hatch, watch.
Then during the week, write a sentence for each word. Remember those capital letters to start and punctuation at the end. You could add to this list or create a dictionary of words with different suffixes. 
Again, there is a related quiz on Purple Mash. 
I have extended the dates on all previous Purple Mash activities, so if you haven’t had chance to try these, please do if you can. Remember to ‘hand in’ before save and exit. 
Remember to try and practise the common exception words given this term- at least once this week and think about your handwriting style. BBC Bitesize has some useful guides too.
As mentioned previously, it has been decided not to include handwriting sheets, but look at www.teachhandwriting.co.uk (Route D. Choice 3) if you would like to continue this. Instead we would like you to try some of the Handwriting warm up exercises on their site. Please let me know what you think. These will help their writing, without actually writing!

Maths KIRF: (back of green exercise book). Now we have five KIRFS which we have worked on in year 1. There may be particular areas that need to be a regular focus as a starter. Alternatively use some of the sites suggested recently or just continue working through the Numbot levels. You could start looking at the next KIRF, if your child is confident on those already worked on. This is ‘I know number bonds for each number to 10’.
Please remember the resources included in the pack (cubes, ruler/number line, hundred square) to aid the maths.
Hopefully you are now getting used to the White Rose Maths home learning. Generally feedback has been positive, but if you do need extra challenges then please see the separate folder. 
This week you will working on the next unit titled Summer Term week 3 (w/c 4th May)
https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-1/
Please encourage your child to watch the relevant video each day and pause as appropriate before starting the tasks. As was stated in the letter dated 23rd April, it is not felt necessary to print out the worksheets or challenges; unless you would prefer to. The work can be written into the green books and then checked with the answers at the end. 

I hope you have enjoyed the Oak National Academy lessons. We are not using these every week. For example, the Katie stories are used in Year 2.
For English this week, you will be reading and writing about birds. I am going to start the week with the story ‘The chicken that hatched a cow!’ written by Adam Bestwick; from whom I’ve received an email hoping it will “put smiles on faces” at this time. You will then work on features of non-fiction texts.

Science will be the main focus of our additional activity this week and is incorporated within the English. It is hoped that you will explore your particular interests, which might be inspired by birds you’ve seen during lockdown: my chick has hatched, some of you visit the swans to check their progress and have already done some research (or see the results of the RSPB Birdwatch 2020 https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-teachers/schools-birdwatch/results/ )
What birds have you heard? (see this link to listen to the Top 10 British Birdsongs
https://www.bl.uk/the-language-of-birds/articles/the-top-10-british-birdsongs)
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Or watch some of this video if you haven’t seen some of these birds:-
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYoZgpAEkFs
Maybe you have birds nesting in your garden, as I do- wrens come back to a bird box by my back door every year!

Keep looking at the school website/class page for updates and please send me examples of what you’ve done. I look forward to hearing from you. Have a good week.

Take care and look after yourselves at this difficult time.
Many thanks for your support, 
Mrs Spong              robinclass@cheapsideschool.org.uk
