Resource sheet 2: Pros and Cons arguments for the coming of the railways

Railways provided jobs for
thousands of men.
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People could travel to work by
train so didn’t need to live in
the middle of cities any more.
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Canals were no longer used
and many went out of
business.
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Seaside resorts became very
popular because people could
take day trips and holidays by
train.
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Because you needed lots of
iron and steel to build trains
and railways, these industries
did very well.
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Railways cut through beautiful
countryside.

Farmers could make more
money by using the railways
to send fresh food to towns.

People could travel to watch
football matches.

Railways brought noise and
pollution to the countryside.

People in towns could now eat
fresh food because it could be
taken to market much more
quickly.
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Railways could move coal
around the country much
more quickly so that industry
could produce more goods.
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Most coaching inns were put
out of business.
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