
Behind Bars 

Vocabulary Find and copy a simile used to describe Mr and Mrs Sissons.  

Define ‘asylum’.  

Find and copy a word from page 47 which means the same as 
‘quickly’.  

Define ‘reckless’.  

Infer  Why do you think Jim didn’t want to cry there? 

Is Mr Sissons a nice character? Use evidence from the text to 
support your answer.  

Why does Joseph not describe the people in the asylum as 
‘animals’? 

Do you think Jim is wise to think about escaping? 

Predict Predict what Jim will do in the next chapter. 

Explain  Explain what happens if you try to run away.  

Retrieve Who did Jim want to be with? 

Why couldn’t Jim say goodbye to his mother? 

What time was the bell? 

Why did Jim not try to save his bread? 

What did Mr Sissons read to them? 

Summarise Summarise Mr Sissons in one word. Then, explain why you chose 
that word.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


