
Rousseau jungles



Henri Rousseau 1844-1910

• Henri Rousseau was born in France

• He never had any art lessons and started 

painting when he was older

• He never visited the jungle!

• He painted  house plants and wild flowers 

for his jungle paintings and often looked at 

pictures in books



What animal is in the foreground?

What is the weather like in this painting?





What colours can you see in 

the real jungle?



Rousseau

• Clear outlines 

on the grass in 

the foreground

• Each leaf 

clearly painted

• What animals 

can you see?



Are these real jungle plants the 

same height?



Rousseau jungle paintings
• He used very simple pure 

colours

• He had very clear 

outlines

• He filled jungle paintings 

with animals in the 

foreground and lush 

green plants in the 

background

• He painted leaves and 

grass piece by piece with 

clear outlines

• He often painted huge 

over-sized flowers



Rousseau

• Can you spot 

the giant sized 

blue flowers?

• What colour 

flowers would 

you paint?

• How tall would 

they be?



Can you see light and dark in the 

real jungle?

• Is it all the same shade or tint 

of green?





Real jungle plants



Rousseau



• Remember!!!

• He used very simple pure colours

• He had very clear outlines

• He filled jungle paintings with animals in the 

foreground and lush green plants in the 

background

• He painted leaves and grass piece by piece with 

clear outlines

• He often painted huge over-sized flowers



Your task today…

Follow this video step-by-step, pausing it when necessary, to 

draw the background for your Henri Rousseau drawing 

project. We will be adding to this next week 


