
Goodnight Mr Tom

Wednesday 12th January 2022
LO: To use dialogue to enhance characterisation. 



Look at the pictures. 
Which characters in our 
class reading book do you 
think they represent?



Mr. Tom

Willie

Mrs. Hartridge, 
the school 
teacher

Miss Thorne, the billeting officer



Look at the examples of speech. Can you 
match the speech to the speaker?

Which vocabulary choices helped you to 
decide? 

Which characters used contractions and 
colloquial language (informal 
language/phrases)? 

Who uses verb forms correctly/incorrectly? 

What does this show? 

What clues does the reporting clause give? 

Who uses precise, formal vocabulary? 

What does that reflect?



Look at the dialogue between the two 
characters. 

What features do you notice? 

inverted commas for direct speech, variety of 
speech verbs, adverbial phrase.

What does this dialogue tell you about the 
characters in the story? 



Now look at another example of dialogue in our 
class reading book. 

What is this extract telling us?

Which example gives us a clearer 
understanding of characters? 

How did the writer achieve this?

Adverbs, ellipsis, precise verb choices (in 
speech and action), authenticating vocabulary, 
additional description, misspelt words to 
indicate dialect. 



Look at these speech bubbles. 

How could these be written as direct 
speech that reflects the two characters? 

Let’s do this together! 

We can just use the speech as it is written 
but add punctuation and suitable 
reporting clauses.  

Can you think of vocabulary from text and 
thesauruses to create authentic 
characterisation? Have a go!



Your task today is to write a conversation between Mr Tom and Willie after he arrives at 
the house. Please don’t worry too much about accuracy! We will be focusing more on you 
using correct punctuation and vocabulary to represent each character. 

Don’t forget to include:

• Inverted commas “”

• A capital letter to introduce speech

• A piece of punctuation at the end of what is being said

• A reporting clause to tell the reader who is speaking

For example: “Please can you take this boy off my hands, I have plenty of others to distribute 
around this village!” said the billeting officer, hastily.  

You can also use the word bank provided to help you  

Good luck! 

Challenge! Can you use authentic vocabulary to represent the characters? 


