[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]el [ | [ | |eomm— |
S T ]
o | c—— | | |
SEEEEEEENE N





 

	[image: image5.jpg]


News

[image: image6.jpg]Q

%@S

A
oy
o &
ey






 [image: image1]
[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image2]
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During the term the children will be studying a cross-curricular themed Topic entitled “Are we lost or just not amused?”. Starting off looking at Britain in Victorian Times using the class novel – “Street Child” (an historical fiction based on the beginning of the charity, Barnardos).  The children will be exploring how Britain (and the World) changed during Victorian times: the move from an agricultural village society to a modern industrial powerhouse while examining the pros and cons of the changes.  It will include looking at the art and designs of William Morris. Our topic will include a visit to Reading Museum, where the children will experience both a Victorian Schoolroom and some of the jobs that children undertook before schooling became more widely available during Queen Victoria’s reign.


We will also be exploring Map Reading; learning how to use Atlases, recognise Ordinance Survey symbols and keys, use compass directions and read 4 and 6-figure grid references to understand locations and route planning. To support our History topic, we will look at how maps of towns and cities (including the local area) changed during the Victorian – demonstrating the industrialisation of communities.


In addition, the children will be studying a William Shakespeare play which will conclude with them performing a 10-minute play to other year 5 classes at Norden Farm Theatre. This will involve them work with a professional acting coach to support their performing skills. We hope to perform it to Parents later this term.





Children in Year 5 are expected to develop greater independence and responsibility for their own work. Please encourage your child to work independently on their homework, but also take the opportunity to discuss it with them and have them explain their understanding to you.


Reading: 


When reading, encourage your child to identify words which create the mood in the story. Ask how this makes the reader feel. After your child has read part of their book, discuss with them how they feel, e.g. if they thought they were going to read something funny, has it made them laugh? What did the writer do to make your child feel this way? Get them to think about what might happen later on in the book. 


Writing:


Encourage your child to look at a wide range of genres, including a number of different non-fiction text types (including discussion, argument, persuasion and explanation). Look at how more advanced conjunctions are used in non-fiction writing, e.g. ‘on the other hand’, ‘nevertheless’, ‘however’; instructions include ‘first’, ‘next’, etc.





Maths:


As well as helping with homework and helping your child learn their tables and becoming fluent in this year’s Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs), many activities can still take place at home, which will help improve mathematical thinking. These include:


• Card games. Most card games require collecting totals, matching or remembering numbers that have gone before. They are excellent practice for mental arithmetic.


• Dice games. Some of these can be found on the MathSphere site – they usually involve counting or working out probabilities.


• Traditional Board games. Again these are excellent, the buying of items or giving of money often helps with understanding larger amounts, up to millions! Battleships help explore and develop am understanding of co-ordinates.  There are also many simple two-player games of strategy, which involve logical thinking and working out a winning strategy – all good maths!!





To check and sign your child’s homework diary, each week, if possible. It is our intention is to give approximately 30 minutes Homework per night, including literacy, reading, spelling, topic work and Maths.





Our P.E. days are Tuesday and Wednesday. Up to half term our sports are Tag Rugby – for which we are privileged to have an external coach - and Swimming. After half term, our sports are Football and Circuit Training. Please could you ensure that your child comes to school in their PE kits on these days and brings in their school shoes as well (we need to keep the carpets as mud free as possible!). 














