SEMI- COLONS


	The semi-colon is stronger than a comma but not as strong as a full stop. It separates two groups of words which could be two sentences but which are so closely linked in subject matter that a full stop would be too strong.
E.g. The criminal surrendered; he was defeated.

The semi-colon is also used in a list when commas are already needed in the phrases contained in that list.
E.g. You need: four eggs, lightly beaten; one spoon of nutmeg, grated finely; and a pint of milk.



[image: ]A) There are ten pairs of sentences in this Exercise. Each pair of sentences has been joined together using a conjunction. Rewrite each pair replacing the conjunction with a semi-colon. Check that each side of the semi-colon can stand as a sentence in its own right.

1. Sara watched television after she had finished her homework.
2. The baby was crying because he was hungry.
3. The old man shivered violently because it was bitterly cold.
4. Mum told him to brush his hair which was a total mess.
5. She read the book which was an adventure story.
6. The children went home tired and hungry because they had had enough.
7. I shall take some of the library books back now but the others will have to wait.
8. She had worked very hard for the exam and she hoped it would be enough.
9. It was a warm, sunny day so they decided to go to the seaside.
10. The parcel had been badly wrapped and some of the contents were showing.
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